VIII
STALEMATE ON THE MADRID FRONT
NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 1936
E drive on Madrid had failed and another way
had to be found to ensure the capture of the Spanish
capital, the major issue of the Civil War.
It was certain that once General Franco held Madrid
the Red grasp on the southern region surrounding Ciudad
Real and on the eastern provinces, grouped round Car-
thagena and Valencia, would speedily be loosened   The
only remaining issue would thus be a straight fight be-
tween Catalonia and the rest of Spam, and the result of
such a conflict could not be long in doubt.  It was a
policy of striking at the head.  It continued in favour for
a time, and then other methods were chosen. The prob-
lem of the moment was therefore how to handle the
thorny question of Madrid   There were many who were
in favour of a long wait through the winter months while
ammunition and stores were being piled up and other
military preparations were being completed   Others de-
murred, saying too much time had been lost already,
pointing to the formidable freights of Russian and Mexican
military equipment being poured every day into the
country.  Battalions of foreign troops at a time were
coming across the French frontier into Red Spain, and
though it was known that counter-steps were being
taken to constitute mixed foreign brigades of the Spanish
Legion^ National anxiety was at its height.
The history of the next few months was to prove that
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